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Topic:  Executive Summary- Board Meeting 

Date:  November 23, 2020 

From:  Jon Zilkey, Superintendent/CEO 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1. The Board reviewed the article on the Westman Consortia in which SVSD is part of, and the work by remote 

teacher, Nicole Bobick. 

 

2. The Board examined Policy 5: Role of the Board. 

 

3.  A reminder to the public they can complete the pre-budget survey on our website www.svsd.ca. It closes on 

December 4, 2020.   

 

4. The Board discussed the challenges schools are facing with the move to Orange Level. Many new Educational 

Assistant Staff have been hired to help with this change. The Board also reviewed the remote learning due to 

orange numbers, and discussions about the fact that our schools have showed to be very safe places to be. They 

also looked at the plans for Red, should schools have to go to that. The Board discussed the province’s 

conversations on the Christmas Break but little detail is known as to what they will be doing with this.  Trustees 

also looked at students that were supposed to be homeschooled, and work that is being done to make sure all 

students are accounted for. It was acknowledged that our school staff continue to be amazing with these changes.   

 

5. Again the Board discussed the recent announcement on the Remote Learning Resource Centre being set up by the 

provincial government.  The Division has picked November 30, 2020, and will be doing a half-day training with 

Jenni Donohoo with the rest of the Westman Divisions. In addition, December 7, 2020, and February 8, 2021, were 

chosen.  

 

6. The Board discussed the Fall Manitoba School Boards Association Meetings held on November 21 and 23, 2020,  

virtually.  One comment made was the quality of the PD session on Saturday, referring to the inequity in hiring 

minorities in School Divisions. 

 

7. The Superintendent discussed the challenges of the snow day on November 9, 2020, with Covid. Due to reduced 

staff able to get into some of the Swan River Schools and Covid cohorting, it was a challenge to have supervision in 

all areas. When the situation comes again, parents will need to understand that this will not be a normal school 

day with Covid, and schools will do the best they can on these days.  

 

8. Student Services Achievement Coordinator Patti Hack gave an hour presentation on her role and the changes she 

has seen and made with Covid. Mrs. Hack commented on all the challenges we are seeing in inequity and trauma 

in all ages, particularly our young students which have been expanded with Covid. She talked about how the 

Student Services Team has responded to these challenges.  Great presentation! 
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